
YOU ARE INVITED
 TO TURN ON THE LIGHT

A CAMPAIGN FOR PERFORMING ARTS WORKSHOP
AT THE GENEVA POWERHOUSE

LIGHTS ON
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Until now, Performing Arts Workshop has been mainly visible to its students: 
youth in public school classrooms, after school programs, transitional housing 
facilities, and juvenile halls. When the Geneva Powerhouse opens, all that will 
change – it will be the Workshop throwing its doors open and powering up the 
lights, inviting all youth to make their mark on stage.
 
These stages, these spotlights, are harder and harder to come by in San 
Francisco, and that’s why the Workshop at the Powerhouse is so critical. As 
a long-time resident of the Bay Area, and a former board president of the 
Workshop, I’ve witnessed how the changing landscape of our city makes it 
increasingly difficult for families, teachers, and artists to thrive. We need to 
support them with dedicated community arts spaces, and we need dedicated 
organizations to make such spaces centerpieces of our city.
 
The arts build bridges and foster a sense of connectedness. They spark 
curiosity and push back boundaries. They are a way for people to share 
family and cultural traditions beyond language barriers, and I believe that no 
organization in San Francisco has done more to promote those cross-cultural 
connections through the arts than Performing Arts Workshop.
 
When the Powerhouse is running full steam again, it will be a quintessential 
San Francisco resource just like Performing Arts Workshop, and because of 
Performing Arts Workshop. They deserve to succeed and succeed together, and 
that’s why I’ve signed on to support the Lights On Campaign as committee chair 
and beyond. Please join me.

Long before I began serving as District 11 Supervisor, I was involved in the 
grassroots effort to revive the Geneva Car Barn and Powerhouse. The residents 

of the Outer Mission/Excelsior neighborhoods have been waiting nearly 30 years 
for this crown jewel of the Balboa transit district to transform into a vibrant 

cultural center for their youth and community. 

Like the Powerhouse, Performing Arts Workshop is something of a San 
Francisco institution. As I’ve gotten to know them over the past year, I’ve 

learned about how they’re a leader in the arts education field, how their student 
population is just as diverse as District 11’s, and how they consistently maintain 
a level of program quality that has repeatedly earned them national recognition. 

Thanks to the Workshop, thousands of young people are building not only their 
dance, music, and writing skills, but also their confidence and an awareness of 

their value as creators, collaborators, learners, and leaders.

As a parent, I want these resources for my children, and I value the high 
standards that the Workshop will contribute in creating the newest cultural 
resource for District 11 and all of San Francisco. I see this partnership as a 

beacon of learning, curiosity, growth, hard work, inclusion, and joy. Performing 
Arts Workshop has my full support as the future stewards of the Powerhouse 

and our youth, and they deserve your full support too.

NINA KWAN
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CHAIR

AHSHA SAFAÍ
DISTRICT 11 SUPERVISOR
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THE EXCELSIOR, 
OUTER MISSION/
INGLESIDE 
AND OTHER 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
OF SAN FRANCISCO’S 
DISTRICT 11 ARE

WHAT’S INSIDE

Half of District 11 
residents were born 
outside the U.S.

This is the highest 
concentration of 
immigrant residents 
in SF.

Letters from Nina and Ahsha

The Story

The Workshop at the Powerhouse

Back to Our Roots

What it Will Take
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The community is 
linguistically diverse.

District 11 has the 
fewest residents 
(one-third) living 
in English-only 
speaking households.

CULTURALLY RICH, 
VIBRANT AND 
DIVERSE.
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Despite having one of the largest populations of 
residents under the age of 18 in San Francisco, 
this district has the lowest density of services for 
youth. For decades, community members have 
been calling for an arts center to provide a place to 
celebrate the cultural richness of all who live there, 
and a designated place for youth to learn through 
the arts.

Per capita youth investment in District 11 is just 
over one-half of that in neighboring districts for 
ages 5-17 ($830/youth vs $1410/youth)

BUT THEIR 
COMMUNITIES 
HAVE LONG BEEN 
UNDERSERVED.

½
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The Geneva Powerhouse has sat vacant at 
the intersection of Geneva and San José 
Avenues since 1989. With a state-of-the-art 
renovation underway by the San Francisco 
Recreation and Parks Department, it will be 
an exceptionally beautiful and unique space 
in which to host arts education and cultural 
programming for youth, teens, adults, and 
seniors.

In March 2017, Performing Arts Workshop 
won a competitive proposal process to be 
the sole tenant and program providers of 
the Geneva Powerhouse. A new life for the 
Powerhouse has finally arrived, and a new 

THE TIME 
HAS FINALLY 
COME.

When this project is 
completed, it will be 

the centerpiece of the 
community, offering 

a place where our 
youth and families 

can congregate in a 
healthy, productive 

and positive way.

MARK FARRELL
Former Interim Mayor

San Francisco
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AT THE 
POWERHOUSE, 
PERFORMING 
ARTS WORKSHOP 
WILL BRING 
EXCEPTIONAL ARTS 
PROGRAMMING TO 
2,400 YOUTH AND 
ADULTS EACH YEAR.
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After-school programs for 
grades 6-12

Summer intensive for high 
school students

Early childhood arts-based 
learning and care

Rehearsal and performance 
space for artists

Culturally responsive arts 
programming

Event rental space for the 
community and beyond
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LEADERSHIP

INDEPENDENT
THINKING

CULTURAL 
UNDERSTANDING

TEAMWORK

Dancer Gloria 
Unti (1924-

2015) founded 
Performing Arts 

Workshop in a 
dance studio in 

the working class 
neighborhood of 
1960s Telegraph 
Hill to be a place 
for neighborhood 

kids to unleash 
their creative 
potential. The 

Workshop’s move 
to the Powerhouse 

is a return to our 
roots and a joining 

of legacies.

Founded in 1965, the Workshop has built an internationally-
recognized arts education program that teaches essential learning 
skills through the performing arts. In our work, we prioritize long-
term residencies, long-term partnerships, and equity in education.

BACK TO 
OUR ROOTS

GLORIA UNTI

OUR OUTCOMES

Performing Arts Workshop is a well-
managed, stable organization that 

has won competitive national grants 
and lends its voice and leadership 

to the arts education field.

Among the arts education 
organizations that we fund, 
Performing Arts Workshop 

stands out.

FRANCES PHILLIPS
Program Director 

Arts and the Creative Work Fund 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund

Excelsior Resident
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WHAT IT WILL TAKE

JOIN US
A gift to the Lights On Campaign is a commitment to 
the youth, artists, and working-class residents of San 
Francisco. It’s also an investment in the future of the 
arts in our city. Help us turn the lights on.

LIGHTS ON CAMPAIGN!



1661 TENNESSEE ST, UNIT 3-O // SAN FRANCISCO // CALIFORNIA // 94107
info@performingartsworkshop.org // 415 . 674 . 2634

www.performingartsworkshop.org/LightsOnCampaign


